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Memo made by WA

The agenda and the presentations during the workshop can be found in annex.
1. Opening and welcome by the chairman
Mr. Anders Henrichsen, ECO-SERVE co-ordinator, opened the workshop and welcomed the members. The main focus of the workshop was the use of blending as a technology towards achieving the ECO-Serve goals. These goals can be summarised as:
· Reduce Environmental Impact from Construction

· Secure Growth and Prosperity for Society

· Establish a Model for Assessment of the Optimal Balance between growth, prosperity and environmental impact
Mr. Henrichsen also gave an overview of some examples of blending technologies which contribute to these goals and explained how the EcoConcrete LCA Tool (which was presented later during the workshop) can be used to assess the value of a given process, product, technology or design methodology.
2. Reduction of CO2 emissions in the EU
Mr. Jean-Marie Chandelle of the Joint Project Group then gave a presentation on the reduction of CO2 emissions in the EU. He presented the European Emissions Trading Scheme (EU-ETS), explained the linking directive and showed the impact of the CO2 trading on the power prices in Europe.
Several studies who looked at the indirect impact of the EU Emissions Trading Scheme on power prices estimated a price increase from 15 to 50 %. This is not based on the real costs from the CO2 trading and leads to windfall profits for utilities. This is possible because of the existing pricing mechanism and the lack of competition between utilities. 
A solution that was presented is the unbundling of the environmental market form the power market ensuring transparency, producers’ cost coverage and cost-based environmental increases.

3. Fine grained minerals as cement replacement
The Swedish Cement and Concrete Research Institute (CBI) has done some research on the use of inert ultra fine particles as cement replacement in concrete. Björn Lagerblad of CBI presented the results of their investigation which showed that the incorporation of fine fillers in concretes can speed up cement hydration, increases concrete strength, improves the microstructure, improves the effectivity of silica fume and reduces the cement content of concrete without loosing strength.
It also showed that wetgrinding of quartz gives fillers that are comparable or even better than normal products, easy to handle and safe for workers and environment (silicosis).

4. Parallel Sessions “Is Blending a Viable Solution to Achieve Eco-Serve Goals?”
To discuss blending as a viable solution to achieve ECO-Serve goals four parallel sessions were held on the topics: environmental impact, blending strategies in coming 10 years, legislation/ standardization and performance requirements.

The reports of these parallel sessions can be found in attachment
5. Presentation of the Eco-Serve Project Office – Viadesk
One of the objectives of task group 3 ‘Communication and dissemination’ of the ECO-Serve management was the development of a project office to facilitate the communication between the members of ECO-Serve.

Since such a project office can contain many features an enquiry was sent out to all the members to ask them what they expect from such a project office. Based upon the results of this enquiry, the task group evaluated some document management systems and decided to use the services of Viadesk.

The ECO-Serve Viadesk is now up and running at http://eco-serve.viadesk.com and the use was presented by Mr. Wim Adams from the Belgian Building Research Institute.
6. Environmental Thinking in the Construction Industry

Mr. Alejandro Josa of the Catalan Cement Association gave a presentation on environmental thinking in the construction industry. During his presentation Mr. Josa explained why environmental assessment is necessary, what an LCA (Life Cycle Assessment) tool is and what the main applications of LCA methodology are.
7. Assessment of Environmental Issues Using the EcoConcrete LCA Tool (discussions in cluster context)
Following his presentation on environmental thinking, Mr. Josa presented the ECOContrete LCA Tool developed by EcoConcrete (former Joint Project Group). After a description of the tool and its use, the group was split up into the four clusters, to show some examples of application of the ECO-Conrete tool. Based up this, the clusters can decide whether they want to use the tool within the ECO-Serve network.
The results of these discussions within the clusters can be found in annex.
8. Report on results of the work in the clusters

Unfortunately there was no more time to report on the work in the clusters.

9. Panel Discussion with Cluster Leaders

The workshop ended with a parallel discussion with the cluster leaders which was moderated by Mr. Oliver Kornadt of the University of Weimar.
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